
The U.S. distribution of income and opportunity has become 
so extreme that we routinely hear the 2020s labeled the “New 
Gilded Age.” While critics denounce its unfairness and 

plutocratic dangers, apologists defend inequality as an essential 
incentive for broad economic growth. In the book, Unbound: How 
Inequality Constricts Our Economy and What We Can Do About It, 
the author, Heather Boushey, takes direct aim at this claim. She 
takes us through a deep analysis of what causes inequality in 
America, how it impacts everyone in society, and how we can fix 
these problems. 

The author, who currently serves on President Biden's Council of 
Economic Advisors was previously president of the Washington 
Center for Equitable Growth. Unbound is broken into three different 
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rich trade money back and forth while the working class struggles 
to maintain their lifestyles with increasing bills and stagnant wages. 
The corporate profits these companies are bringing in are mainly 
being paid to shareholders instead of going towards new investments 
that would increase overall productivity like training the labor force 




