














The important efforts of such forms of historical analysis, the focus on
matrilineal power structures as a deeper ideological structure based on “a powerful
goddess-based religion, a strong ideology of motherhood, and a general moral principal
of love” (101), if applied to all of Africa, run the risk of overgeneralization, of what Paulin
Hountondji, in philosophical contexts, calls the danger of “unanimism”; here the
problem is not only a demand for ideological unanimity, but also a unanimous belief in
the uniformity of (precolonial) African societies. Amadiume admits to widespread
practices of slavery in ancient kingdoms, but not to general exploitation of slaves or of
women. She claims patriarchal oppression begins in sub-Saharan contexts after Islam in
the tenth century (arriving as early as the seventh century in some areas of the
continent), while arguing that Islam did not attempt to eradicate African social
structures to the degree that Europe and Christianization did in later centuries. Writers
such as Yambo Ouologuem, Wole Soyinka, and Ousmane Sembeéne, while waging
rigorous attacks on European and Arab colonialism, do not read African history in such
monolithic terms, nor do most female African novelists.

From an historical perspective, Okonjo’s commentary on the critical
ramifications of gender inequality parallels the literary debates that ensue as novels by
African women, such as Flora Nwapa, Ama Ata Aidoo, Buchi Emecheta, and Mariama B3,
find a wide reception among literary scholars. Okonjo warns against extrapolating from
the patriarchal framework of African societies a reductive view of subordinate women, a
“distorted picture of the ‘oppressive’ African man and the ‘deprived’ African woman”

(45). Commenting on Western feminist perspectives on Emecheta’s The Joys of


















offers to readers is then a hybrid text of Equatorial Guinean cultural tradition and a

unique female perspective.
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