


WO, Ng en\;ro‘l‘ll ent As vxf“ be d scussed bel ow agl;rbu$71‘§:ss regu‘aﬁy q.rc?l:* vents the hedth and safety
regugapons on fap wor, w th d sastrous consequences for far WO ers

As fap WO ers suffer, Carg,“, Monsanto, Novarfs ADM, and the ¢ ght other agg bugness co panes
that account for over 6 percent of the retaﬂ purchases of fogd, n the¥ ,* are reapy ng hug‘: profts But they
are not the on‘y Ongs contl;rl‘}lpng to the exﬁ gtagon of far wor.ers  he average consw er um nov&;ng‘y

hg ns! "
perpetuates th s syste every {* e she buys a sandw ch at fast food chg ns e ubway

Anyone who has evegbeen to a fast food chg n has pr Hy eaten Fio;da grown to atoes chese have

ialte\y been the fogus of the ' ost pu} ¢ zed r en? se of far WO er abuse Na;onali fagt food chgns ir‘»,; e

A} u‘t%Vb ay buy the @orty of ther tg atoes fro I b o al eer‘:l:i orda * chese food chgns? ace hundreds of

| r“r ns of doMars 0 proft but the f WO ers who Rog the to atoes are pg d sweagshop wagg’ on‘y l. to 45

cents for eveny X2 pouns, buc, et of to' atoes that they po. At ths_ pece rate” a fan  wor er' ust po. over

s W & o \ K SN

two tons of to atoes to* e 5 0 a day-* Corporate food chgws are ¢ recty nvo'ved, n sgtf ng thesg 'ow

wage rates chese chgns are able to use thg r buyrl‘g power to de and ever Yower pyces fro  thgr to ato
supp\rers, wh ch; n turn puts downward pressure on far WO er wages

o e far L, ers have O‘;g&l}ZCd to f ght for,» proved wage a ori, ng cond fons One of the' ost
: u “a
a@ htous of the far WOr ers, ca pg gns rs%ed by the Coa\ton of I ? o dleey orcerg Cf ) based ;n
Fio;da Cﬁ has organ zed nafonw ¢e consw er boycotts to pressure food chd'ns  nto adopfng codes of
conduct that ‘wandate respect for far WO ers, pghts  these boycotts have successfu“y Yed £aco Bell,
McDond'ds, and® ost recenﬂy Burger K- ng to adopt such corporate codes- *

\! r r‘ar strugges have occurred a! over the country North o\rna, the Far Labor Organzng

Co A} rttee FLOC) waged %‘Iboycott agg nst Mt Ok:ve Pro,,‘e Co pany fro = 998 to2 . 4 r‘;ui tng,n alabor
\ - [ [

agree ent coverng 8, fap WOL €IS O, My far s .n North Carol na and guaranteg ng fan WO ers, r ght

to negot ate ther WOl g cond {ons w th I'ap ers-*



Far pgg hasypeen ta,‘:en over by a‘s; ‘ nll* ber of huge corpo‘iapons, 4 aq.ng‘{ r“ ns of ‘s:* all
far ers As sl far ers have left the ﬁe‘ ds, far WO ers havegntered the  he de and for far wor ers, s
the resu't of the' odern zaf on of algl;rcui ture, and the supﬁy of far WO ers; s the resu't of g‘oba‘rzagon

Accord ng to C‘nsus BuI‘au esp ates frg househo'ds quest oned ; n the Curregt Poput afon urvey

< CP ) there were_ ) r“ron fap WOR ers the (02 6% Howewgrs coungng far WOL eI S q.rffrcu‘t

ue to the seasona nature of the wor and the h gh turn over rate* A% ore reawsfc es' ate,s gven by

I ! , .36, : , ,

e p\c;ye‘: reﬁordﬁ colected bg: theiCensusQof i@;‘u ture 4 hs counted 3,36 ?b 0 if worgers,n the \ T3

7' 2.2 5 far s reped pp aply onﬁ 'y ' e bers or regdents of the 'bca co ¥ upty but as far s

rnaustl;raﬂrzed and beco e iaurge scale cog’ erg a e"terpl;rses, the need for ‘aborers consequenﬂy ncreased

gherefore, the,. presgng need for iaurge nw bers of te porary Yaborers rs a functon of the,ndusty a\ zag on of
algl;rcui tural product on **

Over percent of these wor ers are grants, and’ any of the wca e frg s al Mex can fal‘rl1 s
Accord ng towhe?2 Hudgon a*e}? study, 99 percent ‘;f NewgYor,,s fag wor ers are forg gn born and @
N o S | I Ea A erca
percent are fro eX co ' farg ers,n Mex co rpes a far ers,n A erca have been dyp'aced by b g
ag;bu@nesst However, thgr ¢ sﬁ ace ent was a'so faq‘rtated by trade po‘rqres undel‘fhe North A' erpgan Free
frade Agree opt NAF A) ,nce 994 when NAF A oFened the Mex can grgn? ary et to¥® ;' ports
‘Me)gc as beo@ e the thrd iaurgest reg pent of agg cu tura exports *¢Between_ 99 nd?b. 4, over
W s al far ers 0 Mex co were pu‘!hed rnto bany, ruptcy by cheap A*‘:el;rcan gq,,n r ports‘:”; Most of
these ;* ports were preduced lv ia1rge:§311 S sub@d.zec'&i by the gov ent**¥® nable to co pete w th
I}Qh‘y sub@d.zed} ;' ports ' any W e@no%have Veft algl;rcui ture an‘.* r grated no In ths context
fap WO ers can be seen,, as refugees fro0 s al fap sy n other parts of the sa e g‘obai syster  "*°

ghree ffths of these far  wor_ers are very poor, garn ng Yess than S, annua'y s Accord ng to the
1 r " &“0 $6
2 Hudson a'ey study, #ge average hour'y wage of far wor, ers,n New Yor, s 3 R, and they often wor,
» }[o» 2 heuis w th no overf* e pay, no hea! th, nsyrance, no $0¢ days and no benegts whatsoever * chese facts
were conf edrn".? report by th Depart wnt of Labor %at descy bed far  wor ers as,_ a Yabor force
(] 4 Iy dd 2 h

(N $gnfcant econo [C g stress In the ' ost extre e casey far wor ers are held aggnst thgr w! and
orced to wor, for ‘rtt‘e or no pay nce 99, Federal C,‘:‘ ‘, ghts ofﬁqgﬁs have prosecuted severd cases of

»
v odern day g avery,n several statesrnvo‘ yng thousands of far WO ers

conso‘rda;on, concentr‘f,on and g‘oba‘rzagc‘l of agr Vture has ¢ stagged food producton frg
food consw pton Most conswt ers today are far re oved fro the rea‘rty of ¥ odern agr bug ngss $nce
fnd ng fresh fry ts and vegetables r$ as easy as ggng to the grogery store  even,f food rnﬂ apon has’ ade,t
tougher to afford the food on ¢ sﬁ ay there‘: 1} s abundance dso.b a es rt al too easy to forget that our Q’}odrs
cu! t vated, harvested, and pac, aged b*( fat  wor, ers who ‘abor for ess pay fewer benefts, and under® ore
an

K K
dangerous cond { ons than WOr ers;n ost any other sector of th econo' 'y

ghe exﬁ g tagon of fal‘rl1 WOT, ers ,s‘:* ade pos&b‘e parﬂy by the Vac, of suff ¢ ent iegali protect on '&'S
Vac, of protecton;s a iegalcy of the'&eaﬁy twent eth century, when all ag];—C‘{li turd wor, ers wergexduded fro
the, federa Yabor 'aws created underghe New Dead  tate “Ew, ‘rv,,e federal aw, has exdluded fad wor, ers For
exa ﬁ& New Yorv,,,‘:‘aws deny far waog, ers wor, erss co pe'ﬁsapon coverage, the rght to a day'xoff each
weey and the ¢ ght to t* eand a ha f overp'\ e pay for every hour wor ed above 1' hours **

A History of Exclusion

ghroughout XE\ ercan hstory, fa‘ll‘: WO ers have been exduded frg the grow ng lega protec{ ons
g ven to other WO ers Accord ng to iong;j e M grant Legal ery ces attorney Greg chelt-






on fap WO ers because of the bruta‘rty of thgr WOr I



that Yaborer dug ng the prey ous yeary autg apca“y exd ud ng new hres frg any coveragg  Or he pgd a tota

of Yess than $ 2, to all Yaborers & p‘oywi dug ng the pyor year i che New Yorv,‘: Asse Hy h repeated‘y

passed a l}“ that wou'd equa‘rze WOL Ers, CO' pensaf on coverage between algl;rcui tura Yaboregs and* ost other

wor, ers, but t has a‘ways ded n the New Yor, en‘te * ghe queston s why are so ' any po‘rpq.rans
dfast Veod 7 9

steadfast'y opposed to extend ng any'ega protect ons to fan WO ers

Reasons for Exclusion

It,s undear exactly why Congress Gded to,. exe pt’ far wor, ers frg Yabor Yaws of the New
Ded ery \rtt‘e attenf ow, was g ven to the atter dugng Congres&ona"\debates o e scho'ars have %gued
th@t these algl;rcu‘turali exe pfons were pro ‘?ted by ralc,:rali concerns ¥ Dupng the 9% s and 94 s ' ost
far wor, ers n the rura outh were Afycan A' epcan Fearng that suc iegrsi afon Woa d ,srupt? Crow
\agys, © ost outherners n Congress opposed any ‘egr d agon on beha f of far wor, ers, and FD¥. had to exdude
fap WO ers to get the needed votes for h s New Dea rtag ves "

‘\aq‘s; certa}rn‘y ﬁayed ro‘ern the exdug on but the‘{ re ﬁmd‘a:* enta ofve was classism As

5, EB DuBgs conduded, rags serves an econo' ¢ funcfon ' gntagnpng a constant supp'y of low wage
Nalbor % Martn Luther K.ng Jr agreed v‘:th Du %—S .. Depressed ‘r\;ng standards for Negroes,” K- ng wrote, n
_ 966, _ are a structura t of the econo' ;¢ syste .. Certagg,ndustres .. are based wpon a supﬁy of low
pg d under s, Wed and P ol}‘e nonwh te Yabor ™ ghat state ent s perhaps nowhere * ore true than w th
souther g];rcui ture, whch rel ed on Bac, davery and. after the saves were freed on blac, sharecroppers and
tenant far ers ;oday \;rrtua‘{y the enpre‘xagl;rcui tura Yabor force rsnon whte However as both Du Bg s and
K-ng recogn zed, ralc,:rali rdent ¢ es obscure peoﬁ& s true ;nterests, whch are based on C\assv hte fo‘v,‘: s often






po‘,}rcai power of the fa‘:p iobby

Whenever there is an investigation or the suggestion of a substantial penalty, growers contact their congressman, senator or
governor, who then leans on the [DOL] ... The [DOL], like all federal



tornc\ ude fa‘:p WO ers vxf“‘ ust apﬁy ths flawed syst‘e:ﬁ to algl;rcui ture

econd any atte pt to protect far WOI‘\‘: S J;Vghts vxf“ reqy re changes rnm Y gr taws as well as
Yabor 'aw Accordng to NA » 53 pegeent of far WO ers naf onwyy de are undocw ented* ' grqpts, and, n
New Yor,, about wwerceit are undocw ented ® Althovgh the NLY¥A covers wor, ers, defned as, e ﬁoyees”

regar(%ass'& of the;?f ;' pgrapon status™ t > upreé e Court ruled rn Hoffman Plastigg v. NLRB that
undocw ented WO ers cannot recg ve the re edy of o pay for NLYA \;oi apons * Other reg ed es, such as
cease a‘d deg st” ordeys are s;“ avaﬂ abe to undoct ented wor, ers But $ nce man. & ployers have
d (P 86
' ade dg' s thsg undocw ented WO ers are unprotected by any 'abaggaws * chus ;b [ grant WO ers have
been deterred fro ﬂrng unfg r Yabor pract ce charges by fears that thg r,* Y  graf on status w } be chal'enged

?\ ' pgrafon status, s a prob\‘:eﬁ for fa‘:p ers as well as fa‘:p wor, ers Accord ng to Peter Greggga spo, es
person fog the New Y or, Apﬁe Assog ap on, wh ch regresentswver @ " apﬁe growers, n th‘: state,ﬂ r gra‘i,on
and Custo s Enforce e'it ICE) rg ds hgye devastated® any s .'AVot of growers ost nut erous wor, ers at
the pea, of the harvest  hey had to scra De to try to fnd so' eone dse” Gregg sagd .Ina Vot of cases, there
were alﬁpi es Veft hang ng on the trees ™



far and 0 effect creagng a,_ food bubble ~* However






» rhg psons Chartles D . Layers of Loss* M grants, ‘. al Fa‘p ers, and Agg bug ness 7 In Charles rhg pson and Mér nd%{ rggns eds, The



tates, _ 995”7 é'\etrf eved Jul y2-5220 8 http: www cdc goy 1 osh docs?2 292 .- 29 ;t‘\ V#Methods ghus: NIO Hdat$ ay overesE ate
the true nw ber of wor, ﬁ aceiatair tes,, ndauand Meyers, on the other hand, rel y not on the NIQ H, but on the Census of Fatal Occupat ona
Ituges CFOD he CFOL s ab u }ﬁ record based census of occupag ona fataﬁr t-es and therefore® ay exd'u all eged,. non wor rel ated” deaths

ee Dayd Hard, Ph D, John Myers, M F, Kar nyder, Ph D, rgi Casn> B, [,nda Mortonn M Sosé ary G anfrocco and Judy E dds
- Young orers at Srsg hew  ongng ner cd turd Product b, American Journal of Industrial Medicine, vd 36 Oct_ 999)-3 33
N éhn, ht sf ne . M grant Far WO ers A ercas New P antat 01%{ orers Food First Backgrounder. vd ¢ PF ngQ‘. 4)p.

‘othenberg p 5 54

**ibid, p 2
> chel,p. 5
*®ibids p 2. 4
> eeN Y, orersCo p La ect 3 Group, 4L . % p‘o& entasa fa‘p Vabeger as proy ded hergn A fa‘p er shal! proy de coverage under
ths chapte}\for an fab Vaborers & ﬁ ed dup ng any part of te twel ve consecuf ve® onths beg nn ng Apr;i f,r‘E of any ca endar year preceded by
a cd endi{ year ;n whch the cashre unerafon pgd to al far Vaborers aggregated twel ve huggred ddlars or® ore *)
58 ghe Fat wor ers Fg r Labor Protﬁ&lon Agt A 28 884) was passed by thgNew Yor, Assé b ¥r nQ‘.K,Q‘. 47‘. 5 andQ‘. @, but,t has
never pagsed, n ‘Ehe tate enate Asu ' aryof tﬁ'e t}“ S avq,i able here- http: asse B y stat‘é ny us heg r7bn—A. 28
>® For exa Pe see L, nder» Marc Migrant Workers and Minimum Wages: Regulating the Exploitation of Agricaltural Labor in the U.S  Bou! der:
Co o estyew Press, 9%)
* Du ¢, EB Black Reconstruction in America: An Essay toward a history of the part which black folk played in the attempt to reconstruct
democracy'in America, 1860 — 1880






> ~ Far gade, s an organ zed sog " ovtc1 ent deg gned to prg ote equy tabl e standards of ! abor, eny rog ental sustg nat}i ty and sog a- us} ce and
create,na’ ar et,n wh ch poor far ers; n deve Op Ng county es can sell the r agy cu tura products or arf san hand crafts ¢ rect y to d stx butors and
earn ir ¥y ng wages " Jd een Ong . Fgr (rade Cooperaf ve Brews? p upport for theg r Coffee,”



