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Does Saving Bernice Mean She Gets Nickel and Dimed?
The Two Sides of the Welfare-to-Work Debate
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Barbara Ehrenreich says that her initial objective in
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“mollified many economists but do not impress me .. .. When I persisted in my carping to economists
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As Ehrenreich indicates, neither threshold is attainable on wages alone. Government income transfers, however, have a
substantial effect on poverty rates. Mark Levitan and Robin Gluck found that among working single mothers in 1999-2001, 36.5
percent did not earn enough to escape poverty through their wages alone. Once government transfer payments were included,
however, only 14.2 percent had incomes below the official poverty threshold. ®

To further illustrate the powerful effect of transfer payments, let us take a single head of household holding a $6.25 per hour
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Raphael’s link between welfare and domestic violence is rejected by most anti-poverty advocates. For them, single mothers

are isolated women who must struggle against an uncaring system. As Joan Meier noted:

“[E]mphasis on the values and attitudes which lead to abuse and the need for moral education of perpetrators . . . is
anathema to anti-poverty activists who preach the structural and socioeconomic causes of the ills of the poor and see
any talk of moral or dysfunctional behavior of the poor as a form of blaming the victim. . . . Such ‘poverty
progressives’ are fueled by their belief that both the causes and cures for poverty are social, economic, and political,
but not behavioral.” **

By claiming that welfare traps abused women in poverty, Raphael threatens core beliefs of most advocates for the poor. When forced

to acknowledge the existence of domestic violence,
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