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BOOK REVIEW

In an radio interview about her new book, Katherine Newman 
told NPR than an accordion family is best defined as “a 
multigenerational household in which you have adult children 

over the age of 21 living with their parents”. In her exploration of 
the growing frequency of such households here and abroad, she 
tries to identify the relationship between why adult children in their 
twenties and thirties return to (if they ever leave) their parents’ 
home and the increased economic globalization of recent years. 
The author searches across varied political and cultural spectrums 
in order to better note the unique results that different societies 
have yielded. 

Newman, a professor of sociology at Johns Hopkins University and 
author of ten books on economic instability and urban poverty, has 
no shortage of experience studying the social repercussions of 
recent economic trends, and The Accordion Family does not 
disappoint. Intended for the parents of boomerang children as well 
as policy makers, the book moves from intensive interviews of 
multigenerational households of different nationalities and income 
levels to evaluation of wider survey data to assessments of the 
national consequences of delayed aging and even intergenerational 
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inequalities that beset the advanced economics of the Western 
world. Those at the top of the economic heap can afford to 
purchase a high-quality education for their children, support 
them as they experiment with internships and international 


