stronghold for the Democratic
Party by exchanging jobs, contracts
and positions for votes.

The city Democratic machine has
been long-lasting. Even today,
despite the election of Republicans
LaGuardia, Lindsay, Giuliani and
Bloomberg as mayors, the
Democratic Party is still dominant.
In 2012, in most of the New York
City council districts, and in most
of the city’s state assembly and
state senate districts, the primary
election for the Democratic
nomination is viewed by many as
the “real” election.

On Long Island, this is not the case.

Historically, the Republican Party

has been dominant here. Many of

the people moving onto the island

came from one of the five boroughs.4

Ask almost anyone who lives on

Long Island where their family

came from and you will most likely hear the Brooklyn, Bronx,
Queens and on occasion, Manhattan. The president of the Nassau
PBA James Carver told me, “Everyone joined the Republicans when
they moved here.”5

Many of today’s labor leaders and activists came to Long Island as
children. They arrived during the 40s, 50’s and 60’s. Families
moved to Long Island for the possibility of a single family home,
good schools, less crime and a chance to get away from the
crowded city. Many were part of a vast migration

in the years following WWI1.

In the 1940’s,a severe housing shortage existed in New York City,
caused in part by the razing of entire neighborhoods for highways
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Part of the formula for the success of the GOP machine was that
many Republican committeemen were the heads of town
departments or held key supervisory positions. By 1973, the GOP
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year in office, county debt was a staggering $2.9 billion.38 By the
time the 2001 elections came around, even the most loyal
Republicans were ready for a change.

Tom Suozzi, a Democrat, was elected in 2001 after winning a
primary election against the Democratic Party endorsed candidate,
New York State Assemblyman Tom DiNapoli. He was able to
establish and maintain good relations with Nassau County unions
through two terms in office. In 2009, however, the Republican
machine rallied its troops as the national recession undermined
County finances. Once again the Republicans regained the County
Executive’s seat by narrowly electing Edward Mangano as County
Executive, denying Suozzi a third term in the process.

Edward Mangano has a decidedly different approach to county
workers. Since taking office, he has proposed layoffs, furloughs
and cuts to budgets, some so deep that they have left public
employees reeling. His direct attack on collective bargaining
rights has frayed the alliance that emerged during the 1950’s. The
loyalty of county workers, who were raised as Republicans Long
Island style, is being sorely tested. At one public meeting on the
budget, Jerry Laricciutta, president of CSEA Nassau County
Local 830, accused the Republicans of taking up the national
party’s assault on public workers.“I’'m a Republican - a
committeeman for 16 years. The Republicans | met twenty years
ago are not the same. These Republicans have decided to take the
national agenda and attack the ... workforce day after day.”39
Mangano also angered the Nassau County Police Benevolent
Association which had “been major financial contributors to
Republicans for years.” In 2012, their Political Action Committee
gave “more than $500,000 to Nassau Democrats — and nothing to
Republicans.” 40

The Nassau County Republican machine was once the envy of
politicians across the country. When President Richard Nixon
came to Nassau Coliseum for a re- election rally in 1972, his first
words to the crowd of 15,000 were, “This is the biggest and best
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inequality on civic participation in the New York Metro
area in 2008. It was clear from my statistical findings that
those in households with incomes of less than $30,000 a year were
considerably less likely to be civically engaged than those in
households with more, and that this was a nationwide problem. But

Recently in these pages | discussed the impact of income
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