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agination than of history. Centoal\Veiner’s thesis is that the struggle of “Jewish

ork City in the 1920s and 1989$ave Hebrew taught in the public schools as a

y language and the struggle a¢iBparents in the 195@s include more African

and culture the curriculum were fundamentakimilar and demonstrate the

Dots movements to reshape powsstitutions. It is the story of the way she would



have liked things to have beemith parallel struggles fought by ondisempowered groups in different
eras, not the history of valh actually took place.

Part of the problem may be that Weiner, an assiptafiéssor at Quinnipiac Uersity, is a sociologist
rather than an historian or a specialist in etlanal issues. The book is antgrowth of her doctoral
dissertation in the Sociology Department at the Usityenf Minnesota. In it, she manages to mention
every current academic cliché about whiteness, pgeil racialization, discoses, counternarratives,

and feminist and critical miebdologies, but her bibliography dosat list one interview with a

participant in either of the struggles. While Weiner’s goal is to demonstrate similarities in the struggles
fought by Blacks and Jews to improve public edacatn their communities, a more balanced study,

and a more useful one, would have exgtbboth similarities and differences.

Weiner acknowledges that the campaign to hédelerew taught in public schools was led by upper
class better established German Jews embarrbggbé city’s Yiddish speaking population and did
not involve the millions of new Eastern Europeamigrants (pp. 99-100). It was neither a grassroots
nor a parent-based movement. She never dissgssemunists in either the Jewish or Black
communities, despite the fact that in the 19B@scity councilman from Harlem was a Black
communist elected by a coalition left-wing Blacks and Jews. Skgnores the major historical and
demographic events of the periods so the struggkeprEsents lack historical context. New York City
schools were not vehicles of advancement for Jewse 1920s and 1930, aftal there was a Great
Depression. But with U.S. capitalism dominancéhef post-World War Il world, suburbanization, and
the vast expansion of white-collar work, Jews wadrke to benefit fronpublic education. Meanwhile,
as both Ira Katznelson (When Affirmative Action Was White: Aimtold History of Racial Inequality
in Twentieth-Century Amerigand Marvin Harris (ilAmerica Now: The Anthropology of a Changing
Culture) have pointed out, Blacks were effectivelyrea from housing, jobs, and schools, until after
the great wave that had benefited the Jews. | th



