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Quart uses personal narratives to show that, instead of seeing flaws in the system, people often believed 

the mistakes were all theirs. That is what led each of them who told their story to feel like the country’s 

mistakes were their own. 

As powerful as the stories are, Quart’s analysis is lacking. Without substantial discussion about the 

implementation of policies that led to where we are today, she leaves her reader feeling as if the country has 

been this way always and will always be this way. If Quart had sketched America’s recent economic history, the 

reader could see a way forward. The rise of neoliberal policies in the United States in the early 1970s is a good 

place to start. While many bla



sending money back home, daycare centers can barely afford to keep their doors open, and too many adjunct 

professors are living out of their cars. Squeezed is not an inspiring, feel-good book that tells us we can pull 

ourselves up by our boot
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